English exam (PhD course)
Topics:
1) My scientific interests and my academic activities. My department.
Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department ….
1. As a PhD student I’m intended to study my subject more deeply and do my research into … According to this, my scientific interests are ….. My scientific supervisor is … 
2. My academic activities include doing my PhD course which takes … years and consists of various activities such as ….
3.  In the end I’d like to tell you about the department I belong to. It’s called … The chairperson is … The department was founded in … The departments’ activities include training bachelor and master students within such educational programs as … My activities at the department include …
Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.


















[bookmark: _Hlk182606248]2) The prospects of my academic career.
[bookmark: _Hlk134130912]Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to share with you my thoughts on prospects of my academic career.
1. I believe the PhD course I’m doing right now is the real foundation of my academic career.  On my master’s course I did some academic activities too, for example, I did my research, wrote some scientific articles, participated in scientific conferences etc. However, it is PhD course that is considered to be the first step in the career of a scientist. PhD students are young researchers who are supposed to conduct original research into a problem, get findings, interpret them and propose a solution to the problem. Based on this research we have to write a PhD thesis and defend it in front of a scientific community. In addition, we have to publish a number of scientific papers in academic journals and participate in conferences. Some PhD students can apply for a grant to receive a financial support for their investigations ….
2. As far as prospects are concerned, being a PhD I could work as a university teacher, a researcher at a Research Institute, I could participate in various research projects etc. After receiving a PhD I could do a post-doctorate degree (habilitation) to get the highest academic qualification. Then I will be able to supervise PhD students and establish my own scientific school. At last, my creative ideas and findings of my investigations could be used in important applications and make a contribution to society. … 
[bookmark: _Hlk134137294]Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.









3) Universities as scientific centres. Leading scientific schools in my field.
Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to share with you my thoughts on universities as scientific centres.
1. Nowadays universities are not only the place where students acquire knowledge and skills necessary for their professional career. Universities today are centers of science and innovations where scientific knowledge is stored, developed, applied and transferred to the next generations. Let’s take our university. St. Petersburg Polytechnic university is a large multidisciplinary scientific center, occupying leading positions in a number of scientific fields in Russia and the world. The teaching staff as well as the students are involved in an active research work, some of them participate in international research projects. Polytech University is the place where scientific conferences are held on a regular basis, most of these conferences are international ones. Within their research work the university’s scientists have a successful cooperation with large Russian enterprises, for example “Leningrad nuclear power station”, “Power machines” company, RusHydro …. Moreover, there are international research centres at our university which carry out investigations in cooperation with world-famous companies such as Motorola, Microsoft, Siemens etc.  …..
2. As for leading scientific schools in my field, I’d like to tell you about ….. It is located … It’s famous for …. The most outstanding representatives of this school are …..
Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.











4) Science background (the formation and development of my scientific field)
Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to share with you my thoughts on the formation and development of my field - …..
1. Formation of your scientific field
It is considered that nuclear medicine/high voltage engineering/structural mechanics/cognitive science (mention your particular field) …. as a science was formed in … (century/year) in … (country). (What external factors had impact on the formation of this field?) The most important people who founded this science are ….. (Tell about their contribution to this science, about their developments, inventions etc. )
2. Development of your scientific field
Tell about the key events in science, achievements, people that developed your scientific field.

Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.













5. The current state of science in my field
[bookmark: _Hlk134210484]Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to share with you my thoughts on the current state of science in my field - …..

· Is the science doing well in your field?
· What technologies have been developed recently/ are being developed currently in your field?
· What are the application areas for these developments?
· What companies/research centers are leaders in your scientific field? Why are they so successful?
· …..

[bookmark: _Hlk134210596]Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.
















6. The role of a foreign language in international cooperation and solving scientific problems.
Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to share with you my thoughts on the role of a foreign language in international cooperation and solving scientific problems.
[bookmark: _Hlk134210899]1. English language as an international language of business, trade, commerce, politics and others fields. 
- The process of globalization has led to a global economy involving open borders, the increase of business communication and cooperation between different countries and nationalities. Successful economy of a country depends on successful communication with the outer world. The experience of economic integration, for example European Union, has shown that it is true. And English language has become an important tool for this cooperation. As a result, we have international corporations with headquarters in one country and manufacturing facilities in a number of other countries. People of different nationalities communicate in English to solve professional problems, to achieve high business goals ……

2. English language as an international language of science.
Just the same as in business, in modern science researchers communicate in English to solve various scientific problems and achieve goals. English language is a working tool for a successful scientist. 
· international research groups are involved in international projects …..
· all international scientific conferences are held in English ….
· scientists write their papers in English and publish them in international journals ….

[bookmark: _Hlk134221487]Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.







[bookmark: _Hlk134221452]7. Russian and international programs of supporting young scientists
 Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to talk about Russian and international programs of supporting young scientists.
1. Both in Russia and abroad supporting young talents is considered to be an important investment in training specialists and managers for various fields of the national economy. For this reason, there are many international programs for supporting young scientists. One of them is the program of academic mobility which involves relocation of students or teachers-researchers to another institution inside or outside of their own country to study or teach for a limited time. Examples are ERASMUS, TEMPUS programs and others. Besides academic mobility there are many programs of grants and scholarships for foreign students and scientists which are provided by foreign governments, universities and foundations, for example, Fulbright Program (educational scholarships and grants for conducting research), DAAD (German service of academic exchange and PhD course), Edmund Muskie Graduate Fellowship Program (master’s courses in universities of the USA), Hill Foundation Scholarship (bachelor’s and master’s courses in Oxford university) and many others. …..
2. Among the programs provided by the Russian Federation are:
- governmental grants given as a financial support of research, e.g. grants from the President of the Russian Federation, grants from the Russian Foundation for Basic Research, grants from the Russian Science Foundation, Skolkovo Foundation and others.
- grants from private foundations: Vladimir Potanin Foundation and others.
….

Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.






8. Issues of research ethics and responsibility of scientists
Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself in terms of academic activities: I graduated from ….. University and I have a master’s degree/specialist’s diploma in … Currently I’m a 1st-year PhD student at Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, Institute …, department …. I’d like to share with you my thoughts on issues of scientific ethics and civil responsibility of scientists.
1. What is research ethics? What are its principles and values? What are its advantages and limitations? ….
2. What responsibilities do scientists have? Can you give an example of a responsible conduct of a scientist? ….

Conclusion: Well, I believe that’s all. Thank you for your attention.

